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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
Orders of the Day 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural — Leader of the House) [7.30 pm]: I move under standing order 129 — 

That order of the day 604, Select Committee into the Police Raid on the Sunday Times, be taken after 
order of the day 605, Fatal Accidents Amendment Bill 2008.  

Although I realise this is a debatable motion, I do not think there will be a lot of debate on it. However, it is 
proper that I inform honourable members why I am asking the house for this accommodation. Order of the day 
605 is the Fatal Accidents Amendment Bill 2008. I appreciate that this bill was initially read into this place only 
on Thursday last week and that it is the custom of the house for a bill to sit on the notice paper for one week 
prior to it being dealt with. However, a number of people have been waiting for the Fatal Accidents Amendment 
Bill 2008 with a great degree of anticipation. This bill deals with asbestos victims and the way in which their 
estate can be dealt with. From my discussions with members of the house, I know there is widespread support for 
this bill. I state very clearly that it is not my intention to in any way delay dealing with order of the day 604, 
which is a matter that I think will be dealt with quite quickly tonight. Once that order of the day has been dealt 
with, we will get on with the rest of the business of the house. Given the public interest in the Fatal Accidents 
Amendment Bill, I urge all members to support the motion.  

Point of Order 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: A number of orders of the day are ahead of order of the day 604 on the notice paper.  

Hon Kim Chance: Yes, I will deal with them by way of a separate motion. I did not want to confuse the two 
matters.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Is it possible to deal with this motion ahead of a further motion to delay all of the 
orders of the day concerning disallowance motions, Mr Deputy President?  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash): That is possible. My understanding of the matter—the 
Leader of the House can correct me if I am wrong—is that the Leader of the House wants to deal with order of 
the day 605 in the first instance and, once that is completed, he then proposes to deal with order of the day 604 
through to its conclusion prior to the rising of the house tonight.  

Hon KIM CHANCE: That is correct. However, it is also my intention that at the conclusion of this question I 
will move back to the orders of the day dealing with disallowance motions and move a further motion. I wanted 
to move the two motions separately so that the issues could be separated.  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Leader of the House first wants to deal with order of the day 605 and then 
order of the day 604.  

Hon Kim Chance: That is my intention.  

Debate Resumed 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the Opposition) [7.34 pm]: As members 
know, the house decided yesterday, under standing order 128, that order of the day 604 would be the first order 
of the day for this day’s sitting. I acknowledge the absolute right of the Leader of the House to rearrange the 
order of business on the notice paper under standing order 129, and I accept that. I am quite happy to proceed 
with the proposal put forward by the Leader of the House. However, I make the point to him that had he asked 
the opposition to deal with the Fatal Accidents Amendment Bill yesterday, we would have done so. Indeed, I 
understand that the shadow minister who is handling this bill on behalf of the opposition indicated to the Leader 
of the House that the bill could have been dealt with yesterday. This side of the house is very comfortable with 
dealing with that legislation, albeit that it has not been on the notice paper for a week and we could have dealt 
with it yesterday. I certainly hope that no silly nonsense is being played out, because one gets the impression that 
some manoeuvring may well have been going on that was designed to make it difficult for the opposition to have 
order of the day 604 dealt with. However, I am delighted with the comment by the Leader of the House, which 
confirmed a discussion we had earlier, that once order of the day 605 is dealt with—and it will be dealt with 
quickly—order of the day 604 will then be dealt with and concluded at this day’s sitting. The Leader of the 
House has given me that assurance. On the basis of that assurance, we will support the motion.  

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [7.35 pm]: The Greens (WA) will support this motion. Our 
support for the motion is consistent with our previous indication that this bill is important and that there is an 
urgent need for it to be passed by the house. As such, it should take priority in the business of the house tonight.  

Hon KIM CHANCE: I express my appreciation to the house. 
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Question put and passed. 
 


